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1 . SUMMARY. ACCORDING TO UNDP RESREP IN ANTANANARIVO, 

GOVERNMENT OF COMORO ISLANDS (GCI) IS COMPLETELY WITHOUT 
FUNDS. END SUMMARY. 

2. FROM VARIOUS SOURCES, INCLUDING RECENT IMF/IBRD VISITORS 

TO THE COMOROS, UNDP RESREP IN ANTANANARIVO HAS LEARNED THAT 
GCI HAS EXHAUGSTED ITS FUNDS AND THAT ITS TREASURY IS NOW USING 
LOCAL DEPOSITS OF PRIVATE PARTIES FOR DAY-TO-DAY OPERATIONS. 
REPORTEDLY, CIVIL SERVANTS HAVE NOT BEEN PAID FOR MONTHS OF 
MAY AND JUNE. THIS IN ITSELF MAY NOT BE AS SERIOUS AS IT 
SOUNDS, AS WE UNDERSTAND THAT MOST CIVIL SERVANTS WERE DISMISSED 
MONTHS AGO AND THAT PRESENT HANDFUL ARE ALL LOYAL FOLLOWERS OF 
ALI SOILIH. NEVERTHELESS, IMF/IBRD VISITORS OF IMPRESSION THAT 
PRESENT FINANCIAL STATE OF AFFAIRS CANNOT CONTINUE MUCH LONGER 
WITHOUT SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES. 

3. UNDP HAS NO RECENT FIGURES ON FOOD REQUIREMENTS, BUT 
WAS INFORMED SOME MONTHS AGO THAT IMPORT REQUIREMENTS 
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FOR SIX MONTHS WERE 3,200 TONS RICE AND 2,200 TONS WHEAT 
FLOUR. HOWEVER, UNDP REPORTS THAT GCI WISHES TO SUBSTI- 
TUTE CORN FOR RICE IN COMORAN DIET, AS THIS CROP MORE 
EASILY GROWN ON THE ISLANDS. THEREFORE, A VERY ROUGH 
ESTIMATE FOR ANNUAL EXTERNAL FOOD REQUIREMENTS MAY BE 
3,000-4,000 TONS EACH OF RICE, CORN, AND WHEAT FLOUR. 

APPARENTLY FOOD SUPPLY SITUATION FURTHER COMPLICATED BY 
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LIMITED STORAGE FACILITIES WHICH RESTRICT MAXIMUM SHIPMENTS 
TO ABOUT 1,000 TONS AT ANY ONE TIME. 

4. UNDP RESREP PLANS TRIP TO COMORO ISLANDS JULY 26-30, 

AND EMBASSY HOPES TO BE ABLE TO UPDATE THIS REPORT IN 
EARLY AUGUST.BARRETT 
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